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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 

The Worship of the Cross among the North American Indians.— Some of the 
ceremonial mounds of North America appear to represent the cross. The Spaniards 
found the cross reverenced by the natives of Central America. Pierre Le Clercq wrote 
of the Gasp6siens that these Canadian Indians "undertook [to do] nothing without 
the cross." It was used in diplomacy. Women used it as a charm during pregnancy. 
It was planted on the graves. It is evident to modern students that the cross had 
been associated with a true totem in earlier times by these tribesmen. The Sioux 
connected the cross with a species of dragon fly to which supernatural powers were 
imputed; the diagram of the cross was a representation of this fly. Another form, 
resembling our Greek cross, was also used in the Dakota ceremonies. The arms of 
this represented the cardinal directions and their properties (rain, warmth, health, etc.). 
Marquette was pleased to discover the inhabitants of a village on Green Bay adoring 
a large cross. The Ojibwas employed it in their initiation ceremonies, and with them, 
as with many other tribes, the cross symbolized, among other things, the human 
form. The upper limb of the cross was often associated with the human head and 
also with the (serious) north wind; the lower limb was likewise associated with the 
sexual parts of the body and the (passion-inspiring) south wind. The right and left 
arms of the cross were for similar fanciful reasons connected with the breath and the 
heart, and the west and east, respectively. The cross is a natural symbol of a primi- 
tive classification of phenomena in which all things appear in a group of four parts in 
correspondence with the cosmic energy, which is conceived in a quadruple aspect. 
Its ceremonial uses among North American Indians can be multiplied almost at 
pleasure. — P. Saintyves, "Le Culte de la croix chez les Indiens de l'Amerique du 
nord," Revue de I'histoire des religions, July-August, 1016. C. C. C. 

The Problem of American Judaism. — Freedom is accomplishing the disintegra- 
tion of race and religious consciousness of the Jews, which centuries of persecutions 
and programs could not accomplish. Under this new influence Judaism has lost its 
disciplinary power and the Jews are sinking into a contented materialism. Their 
religious consciousness has become merely racial. Persecutions have stopped, but the 
Jew must still endure some petty social indignities. There are three classes of Jews: 
those who belong to the Zionist movement and have a definite aim and program; 
those who want to break away from Judaism and be Americans; and, lastly, those who 
drift with the general mass and have no program. To the last two classes — the great 
majority — Zionism offers nothing. The great problem of Judaism is that of being 
revivified so that it will fit modern conditions and raise the Jews to dignity, nobility, 
and spiritual power. — Ralph Philip Boas, Atlantic Monthly, February, 1917. 

War among Animals and Man. — The Schopenhauers, Nietzsches, and Treitsches 
of Germany have laid the theoretical basis supporting the practical methods whereby 
the house of Hohenzollern, having made Prussia supreme in Germany, has pressed 
on to make Germany supreme in Europe. They have replaced the former German 
idealism by a mystical materialism which the German people have accepted with the 
enthusiasm and held with the tenacity of a new gospel. This transition was facilitated 
by the discovery of the Darwinian theory synchronous with the rise of the power of 
William I and Bismarck. The doctrine that strength is the only virtue and weakness 
the only sin was apparently given the highest possible scientific standing. The 
Darwinian theory of the struggle for life in its crudest and most extreme form has been 
relied upon to justify disdain of all generous sentiments, contempt of all liberty, of 
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both individuals and states, and to glorify all means, whatever their moral value, 
which attain their end. But this whole philosophy is in error. Force is not the only 
factor, nor even the most important one, in evolution, and when it takes the form of 
aggressive warfare it is unknown in nature. All animals excepting man seek to satisfy 
natural physical desires only. But human aggression has seldom been motivated by 
actual needs. It has been a result of the ambition of rulers or ruling classes, civil 
and religious. It has retarded rather than advanced human progress. In view of 
the predominant r61e played by intelligence, co-operation, sympathy, etc., the burden 
of proof rests upon those who hold that warfare is an essential factor in the evolution 
of either animal or human groups. — J. L. de Lanessan, "La Guerre chez les animaux 
et chez l'homme," Revue politique et parlementaire, December, 1916. H. E. J. 

Is Ellen Key's School of the Future Desirable? — Long before the war a strong 
individualistic tendency made itself felt in the school-reform movement in Germany. 
The source of this can be traced to Ellen Key and her book The Century and the Child. 
According to her statements, the old school produced nothing but a gregarious herd 
(Herdenmenschen). She, however, wants master-men (Herrenmenschen). Conse- 
quently the aim of the new school is to develop individuality. The child is trained for 
life and its realities. Up to the tenth year of age the child remains at home. In 
school he chooses his own subjects, and, since the child knows best what he ought to 
do, the teacher remains in the background. A big library, where the children choose 
their own reading-matter rather than the classroom, is the center of the school. There 
are no examinations, no punishments, no grades. All systems, methods, plans, and 
order are evil. Freedom must reign. Instead of grammar and other details, the 
great interrelations of life and nature are studied. If these principles be followed, 
there will be no more stupidity, no more collective conscience. A generation will 
develop, joyful and strong. Ellen Key's principles, however, are un-Christian and 
un-German. Her arguments prove that she does not know the child. She lacks all 
psychological and pedagogical insight, and fails to differentiate between individuality 
and personality. The principles which she advocates can produce nothing but a 
generation of whimsical, pretentious, sensuous, intolerant, and one-sided egoists and 
fanatics who know nothing of the benefits of discipline, co-operation, sacrifice, and 
devotion. — Professor Dr. Sellmann, "1st die Verwirklichung der Zukunftsschule von 
Ellen Key erwunscht?" Zeitschrift fiir Kinderforschung, August-September, 1016. 

Z. T. E. 

The Fruits of School Surveys.- — In the minds of those who are aware of the 
recent rapid growth of the school-survey movement, there is a question whether or 
not the movement is, to date, justified by its fruits. To obtain evidence on this 
question, a letter was addressed to twenty-five superintendents in towns in which 
surveys had been made. Eighteen replies were received, fourteen of which were 
favorable, three unfavorable, and one noncommittal. The specific fruits reported 
range from one to fifty in number, averaging about ten per system. The various 
benefits listed cover all phases of school work. Not all such beneficial results are 
by any means entirely the product of the survey; a great deal of the credit for these 
improvements must go to other co-operating agencies. Yet the survey must be given 
credit for calling the attention of the public to these matters, and thus starting the 
general course of improvement. Even this incomplete array of the results of surveys 
points to an emphatic justification of the survey movement. It is a remarkable 
showing for so new an implement. With the advancement in school surveying that 
will be made we may hope for even more and better fruits in the future. — Leonard 
Koos, School and Society, January 13, 1917. R. W. S. 

The Organization of Workingmen's Compensation Insurance. — Such insurance 
aims both to guarantee the payment of accident benefits and to distribute the cost 
thereof over the community at large. Both these objects are essentially involved in the 
public ends for which workingmen's compensation laws are enacted, and neither can 
be attained without effective insurance. Any system of work-accident indemnity 
which is at all adequate for its purpose must provide life-pensions for permanent 
disabilities and pensions for long terms of years to the dependents of those who are 
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fatally injured. The requisites of compensation insurance are: (i) perfect security of 
future payments; (2) prompt, full, and non-litigous settlement of claims; (3) equit- 
able distribution of costs; (4) effective encouragement of accident prevention, and 
(6) it must be compulsory. Experience at home and abroad indicates that satisfac- 
tory compensation insurance will come either through compulsory state or through 
compulsory mutual insurance. — E. H. Downey, Journal of Political Economy, Decem- 
ber, 1016. H. C. C. 

The Prison System of the Philippines. — This prison system consists of five large 
prisons and about forty provincial and subprovincial jails, which can hold altogether 
a population of about eight thousand. The prisoners are treated kindly and humanely. 
They have reading-matter of various kinds, they can converse freely with one another, 
they have writing privileges, medical attendance and inspection, sports, games, and 
other activities to relieve prison monotony. The good prisoners who do industrial work 
share in the profits of the work. The Iwahig Penal Colony contains one hundred 
thousand acres, and to this place the best prisoners are sent. They can send for their 
families, or get married, and live on a small plot which they cultivate. The guards 
are unarmed, and the prisoners wear civilian clothes. When the prison term expires 
the erstwhile prisoner keeps all the accumulated property, except that he must reim- 
burse the government for the actual expenses entailed. Even a life-termer can, by 
good conduct, work his way out automatically in thirty years. — Walter H. Dade, 
Delinquent, October, 1916. C. C. J. 

The Restriction of Immigration. — The proponents of the restriction measure agree 
in just one thing, namely, in their demand for restriction. The restrictionists cannot 
agree upon the facts upon which their arguments are based, but in the majority of 
cases no one person is responsible for more than a half of each contradiction. It is 
not at all unusual to see restrictionists argue that immigration causes the population 
to increase too rapidly, and then insist that a considerable portion of the immigration 
be cut off, and that no foreign workingman be allowed to land unless he brings his 
wife and children with him and declares his intention to remain permanently in 
America. The place of honor in presenting both arguments at the same time belongs 
to the Federal Immigration Commission. According to a gentleman's agreement 
religion and race superiority are to be left out of the immigration discussion. However, 
both play an important part in the solution of the problem, since the recent immigration 
strengthened the Roman Catholic element and established the Greek Catholic church. 
— Frank O'Hara, Catholic World, December, 1016. Z. T. E. 

The Psychology of German Action. — The social customs, tendencies, and institu- 
tions of any nation have their root in the distant past. The Germans have shown 
their tendency toward group action through centuries. Every part of the whole social 
fabric is related to every other part. AH German action must be considered from the 
two viewpoints of (1) construction and (2) preservation or conservation. The first 
is provided for by the state schools, the many Turmiereines, the music and singing 
organizations, and the economic and industrial organizations. The second is cared 
for by the military system. In all of these, but especially in the economic and indus- 
trial life, government co-operation expresses the dominant spirit of group action. 
Even the present war is a question of the efficient group action versus the individualis- 
tic mode of procedure. German action may be called "The Group Formula for Applied 
Action." — Otto C. Backof, Open Court, December, 1916. C. C. J. 

Influence of the War upon Patent Rights. — Patent rights, long protected by law 
in all civilized nations, have secured an ever-increasing degree of international protec- 
tion by the provisions of a succession of diplomatic conventions beginning in 1883. 
On the outbreak of the war the popular clamor for the abrogation of all patents and 
concessions held by alien enemies found expression in the newspaper press. Fortu- 
nately, however, action was delayed until the economic fallacy of such thoroughgoing 
abrogation became apparent to all but the most extreme nationalists. As a result, 
patent laws in nearly all countries, both neutral and belligerent, have passed through 
an interesting evolution determined by the exigencies of national defense. In general, 
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laws providing for the compulsory surrender to the government of all patents of mili- 
tary value and making the attempt to patent such inventions in foreign countries a 
military offense have been passed in all lands, while the statutes providing for the 
confiscation of patent rights held by alien enemies provide a number of exemptions 
which enable each nation to practice an almost unlimited degree of reciprocity in 
enforcing them against every other hostile nation. The Swiss "Bureau international 
de la Propri6te industrielle," at Berne, has acted as a conservative force in restraining 
the destructive effects of the state of war and in maintaining as intact as possible the 
international rights of inventors. To this end the bureau has served as an interme- 
diary between belligerents and, through its journal, La PropriSU industrielle de Berne, 
has provided a means for the promulgation and discussion of their laws and policies 
relating to patent rights. — Femand-Jacq, "La Situation des inventeurs pendant la 
guerre," Journal des iconomistes, December, 1916. H. E. J. 

The New National Consciousness. — The new national consciousness is a modern 
sentiment, as different from the old patriotism as Christianity was different from the 
superstitions it displaced. It is based, not on biological and ethnological, but on 
psychological, affinities. Its bonds are purposes and ideals. Imperialism and colonial 
expansion have caused the leading nations of Europe to turn aside from the realization 
of their national purposes. They will resume their normal development only when 
new nationalities have arisen in the colonies, as has already occurred in the case of 
Spain and is now in process in the British Empire. The new national consciousness 
is preparing the way for the recognition of the diversity of peoples and the social and 
political folly of world-empire. It is laying the foundation for international peace in 
the mutual respect of free peoples. — Wincenty Lutoslawski, "La Conscience national," 
La Paix par le droit, September, 1916. H. E. J. 

Political Psychology: A Science Which Has Yet to Be Created. — Political psy- 
chology deals with men acting in masses. The mass may vary from a very small com- 
pany of individuals to the millions of a modern nation. Whether such a psychology 
can be raised to the position of a science is a question which can be determined only 
by years of future investigation. But one thing seems clear: that, owing to the nature 
of the material, the inquiry must proceed on the lines of observation rather than experi- 
ment. The political psychologist of the future will have to traverse a very wide world 
in order to obtain his facts, and that the world, not merely of today, but of past his- 
tory also. He will have to be a traveler, a linguist, and a historian before he attempts 
to pose as a philosopher, and perhaps it will be best for him and for those for whom 
he writes if he remain a historian to the end. The temptations of a priori philosophy 
are so great that only a divine being can resist them. — G. B. Grundy, Nineteenth 
Century, January, 1017. H. C. C. 

Moral Valuations and Economic Laws. — To think of the economic process in 
terms of social process is to believe that the element of law, as constraining our will, 
is the correlate of our unconsciousness of the process. As a matter of law, the economic 
process is a feature, not of the world of social consciousness, but of the larger world 
of social unconsciousness. No actual economic situation which implies the participa- 
tion of living human beings can be dominated exclusively by economic law. Economic 
laws and moral obligations form the limiting terms in a graduated series between which 
lie all the relations of men in concrete life. — Warner Fite, Journal of Philosophy, 
Psychology and Scientific Method, January, 1917. H. C. C. 

The Chinese Attitude toward Japan. — China still believes that the spirit is 
mightier then the sword; yet the younger generation notes the added respect and 
prestige that prowess of arms has won for Japan, and asks itself whether China also 
must resort to force rather than to reason and justice. Japan has North China com- 
mercially, militarily, and politically at her mercy. China's mind, however, is made 
up. Unless there is a change, not only in tone, but in deeds, Japan with her own hand 
and pen has written the brief indicting her policy toward China. Her acts comprise 
the evidence in the case. The Chinese suspect the motives which they believe respon- 
sible for what Japan most unfairly calls the "Japanese Monroe Doctrine of Asia." It 
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is too late to stem the flood of Chinese progress. Time and the vigorous labor of 
China's youth have tolled the curfew against aggression. The impulse to the change 
came, not from the government, but from the people themselves, who are building the 
new China. They have faith in themselves; therefore they will succeed. That is 
the reason why the present situation does not greatly alarm China. — Jeremiah W. 
Jenks, Scribner's Magazine, February, 1917. Z. T. E. 

Historical Determination and Social Idealism in "The Spirit of the Laws." — 

There is both order and confusion in this landmark of social thought and investigation. 
One difficulty to be cleared up is the relation between the conception of historical 
determinism and that of willed, ideal progress. Montesquieu plainly had both in 
mind as he developed his work. The idea of wisdom, reason, intelligent guidance of 
events, acting in human affairs runs through all his studies. But determinism is 
equally evident. Divergencies of peoples and governments are products of natural 
conditions — climate, soil, and the like. Conditions rather than the genius of sporadic 
men determine the weal or woe of a society. He shows that monarchical government 
is a phase or function of a certain sort of social order. But there is a moral or mental 
as well as a physical element in the social world and in the later stages of development 
this becomes of increasing importance. In the mental world the human will can help 
shape events. It can even guide man's adjustment to the physical conditions of life. 
Discovering, for instance, that a monarchical government fits certain circumstances, 
human intelligence can perfect that government. Reforms not based upon knowledge 
of conditions avail but little. Study of social facts is essential for ideal social control. 
In emphasizing this, Montesquieu was applying the method of Bacon to human society 
and making a landmark in social knowledge. The study of nature furnishes men with 
the means to resist nature. — G. Lanson, "Le D^terminisme historique et l'idealisme 
social dans I'Esprit des Lois," Revue de metaphysique et morale, January, 1016. 

C. C. C. 

The Nationality of Corporations. — French law distinguishes between domestic and 
foreign corporations, but leaves the decision as to nationality in any particular case 
to the courts. Since 1883 they have recognized ais French all corporations which have 
their chief center of operation in France, whatever may be the nationality of stock- 
holders or directors. But since the outbreak of the war this principle has broken 
down, for it has permitted hostile interests to operate under the guise of a corporation. 
Nor does this principle furnish a basis for distinguishing between allied and enemy 
trade interests in a possible economic war following a cessation of hostilities. The 
Paris Chamber of Commerce has suggested that "French corporations" be defined 
legally as corporations at least three-fourths of whose directors are French citizens, 
and at least one-fourth of whose capital stock is owned by French citizens. But any 
such proportion could with difficulty be maintained. More feasible is the proposal 
of M. Pillet, who, in 1908, without reference to the new complications involved in the 
present situation, maintained that the concept of nationality is applicable to persons 
only, and leads to confusion and absurdity when applied to corporations with only an 
abstract or fictitious personality. If, then, France abandons this legal fiction of 
nationality of corporations, she will be able to deal with each case of ascertained 
activity of hostile economic interests on its own merit, and to fix personal responsi- 
bility for such activity. — Adolphe Landry, "La Nationality des socifites," Revue 
politique et parlementaire, November, 1916. H. E. J. 

Superstitions among American Girls. — The difficulty of uprooting old beliefs is 
so great because they are usually incorporated or adapted by advancing culture. 
There is a persistency in human thought which is surprising. Many revolutionary 
movements have taken place, but we have never been able to get rid of our past. 
A study of 350 girls of good American families, between seventeen and twenty-one 
years of age, reveals that the following taboos and mental obsessions actually and 
frequently influence their conduct: (1) A silent wish made in passing a load of hay, 
or a piebald horse, will come true if you do not meet either one on the same day. 
(2) To pick up a pin means good luck for the day. (3) To open an umbrella in the 
house means trouble. (4) To put flowers on a bed means a funeral. (5) Never tell 
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a dream or sing a song before breakfast. (6) To spill salt at the table or to leave a 
pair of scissors open means a quarrel. (7) Give for every pointed gift a penny in 
return in order to preserve the friendship. (8) Tap on wood when boasting. There 
is also a widespread and firm belief in the unlucky "13," in "lucky" or "unlucky" 
days, in mascots, in "Fate," "Destiny," " Guardian Angels," or in "perfect Jonahs." — 
Iva Lowther Peters, Pedagogical Seminary, December, 1916. Z. T. E. 

Women's Work and Wages in the United States. — The increasing amount of 
work done by women outside of the home makes more important the problem of 
women's work and wages. In 1913 there were nine states that had enacted minimum- 
wage legislation and as many others that were carrying on an active propaganda for it. 
The proposed legal wage of eight or more dollars a week is considerably above the 
actual earnings. The reasons for the low wages of women are: the immobility of 
female labor principally because of the interference of family ties, the youth and con- 
sequent inefficiency of most women workers, the temporary nature of much of women's 
work, the unrestricted competition of the youthful immigrant who is out of proportion 
in numbers to the nativity of the group, and the fact that woman's wage is usually a 
subsidiary source of family income. There is an immense amount of potential female 
labor. It is probable that the increased wage contemplated by the minimum-wage 
propaganda would draw some part of this labor supply into the industrial ranks. 
These potential laborers are the most efficient and if the active labor force is increased 
by the addition of any of these it will mean a loss of employment to a corresponding 
number of the least efficient workers. Some limitation on free immigration, a raising 
of the legal age for entering employment, and an increase in trade training should 
accompany all minimum-wage legislation. — C. E. Persons, Quarterly Journal of Eco- 
nomics, February, 1915. 

A. B. L. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 



The place of meeting of the American Sociological Society and 
the American Economic Society has been changed from Rochester, 
as previously announced, to Philadelphia. 



